$Fundraising Ideas for Gardens$

Donation platforms

Givebutter

A free online fundraising platform that helps nonprofits collect donations, run
campaigns, sell event tickets, and manage donors in one place. School gardens can use
it to raise money for seeds, tools, and garden programs through online donation pages
and community fundraisers.

Zeffy

A nonprofit fundraising platform that charges no platform or transaction fees, allowing
organizations to keep 100% of donations. School gardens can use it to collect online
donations, sell tickets to garden events, and automatically send tax receipts to
supporters.

PayPal

A widely used online payment system that allows organizations to accept donations by
credit card, bank transfer, or PayPal account. School gardens can add a PayPal donate
button to their website to easily receive donations from parents, community members,
and local supporters.

Here is a simple comparison table

How a School Garden Can

Platform  Cost to Nonprofits Key Features Use It

Free platform;
optional donor tips
help cover fees. If
Givebutter tips are disabled,
about 3% +
processing fees may

apply.

Donation pages, Run online fundraising
fundraising campaigns, campaigns for garden beds,
event ticketing, donor tools, and irrigation; sell tickets
management, auctions,  for garden dinners or harvest
and peer-to-peer events; track donors and
fundraising. supporters.



100% free for
nonprofits with no
platform or

. Donation forms, event  Collect donations for school
transaction fees;

Zefty Jonors can ticketing, registration,  garden programs, sell tickets for
optionally leave a and basic donor plant sales or workshops, and
ptionaty management. keep the full amount donated.
contribution to
support the
platform.

Transaction fees
typically around Simple payment
1.99% + $0.49 per processing, donate

Add a Donate button to a
school or garden website so

PayPal parents and community

donation for buttons, and online ) )
: members can easily contribute
registered payment acceptance.
funds.
nonprofits.

FINAL THOUGHTS TO QUICK TIPS

» Zeffy: best if you want no fees and simple donations
*  Givebutter: best for larger campaigns, events, and donor management
* PayPal: best as a simple payment option on a website (donation button)

ACTIVE FUNDRAISING IDEAS

® Online auctions

® Seed Swap

® Plant Sale

® Garden tea party

® Garden Tours

® Social Media/Crowdfunding campaign
® Corporate sponsorship

® Community cookbook

® CSA to your local community

SMALL GARDEN GRANTS

Kids gardening
https://kidsgardening.org/grant-opportunities/

Whole Kids Foundation

https://www.wholefoodsmarketfoundation.org/our-work/childrens-nutrition/garden-
grant

Captain Planet
https://captainplanetfoundation.org/resources/grants/


https://kidsgardening.org/grant-opportunities/
https://www.wholefoodsmarketfoundation.org/our-work/childrens-nutrition/garden-grant
https://www.wholefoodsmarketfoundation.org/our-work/childrens-nutrition/garden-grant
https://captainplanetfoundation.org/resources/grants/

FINDING SCHOOL FUNDING SOURCES

Consider potential sources of funds from within your school. Begin by contacting your
school’s PTO/PTA. Request that a permanent garden committee chair position be
created to establish strong ties between parents and the garden program. Also check
to see if the garden can become an annual allocation in the budget.

You can also look for funds within the school budget. If your administrators are
supportive of your program and if you make sure that the garden activities are closely
aligned with the require curriculum, they may be able to find district funds that can be
used to meet garden needs.

PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR GARDENS

Don't underestimate the power of keeping the community informed about your project
for securing ongoing donations, involvement, and funds. Here are some tips for
reaching out.

«  Calendar — Develop a detailed calendar of activities, committee meetings,
fundraising efforts, work projects, and special events for the entire year and use
that in your public relations efforts.

. Publicity — Develop a plan for publicizing your garden to a broad audience.
Compile a media list with contact information for local newspapers and radio and
TV stations. Talk with reporters, send press releases, and invite the media to
special events.

+  Promotion — Create a brochure or project folder that describes your project and
provides interested supporters with information on how they can contribute.

. Documentation — Have students create a scrapbook that includes news articles,
color photos of kids working in the garden, letters of support, and dreams for the
future. Display this scrapbook at public gatherings, school open houses, library
exhibits, and county fairs.

+  Mailing list — Start building a mailing list or e-mail list of business people, parents,
teachers, administrators, garden volunteers, community leaders, local nonprofit
organizations, city and town officials, and legislators who support arts, education,
and environmental programs for kids. Keep the members of this list informed
about the gardening program, and ask them for help when needed.

. Newsletter — Publish a newsletter about your program. Include a section listing
and thanking sponsors and contributors. Make your goals, mission, and wish list
known to readers. Network. Cultivate community partnerships with local garden
clubs, 4-H clubs, Master Gardeners, scouting groups, service organizations,
businesses, and conservation organizations.



