
IDEAS FOR ART IN THE GARDEN 
 

1.​ Garden Bracelets 

White duct tape garden bracelets are easy, nature-themed crafts made by wrapping 

white duct tape (sticky-side out) around the wrist to collect flowers, leaves, and petals. 

Ideal for outdoor exploration, these bracelets can be made using a strip of tape 8–10 

inches long or by covering a cardboard tube for more stability.  

 

Instructions for Making Nature Bracelets  

​ •​ Prepare the Band: Cut a strip of white duct tape long enough to fit around 

a wrist, leaving it slightly loose. 

​ •​ Form the Bracelet: Wrap the tape around the wrist with the sticky side 

facing out. 

​ •​ Collect Nature Items: Wander through a garden or park to find small 

treasures like petals, leaves, grass, seeds, or small pinecones to stick onto the band. 

​ •​ Optional - Stable Version: Use a cardboard toilet paper tube, cut it to size, 

and cover it with duct tape to make a more rigid, durable bracelet. 

​ •​ Tips: Focus on items found on the ground to preserve living plants, and 

consider using clear packing tape over the top to seal in the items. 

 

The "two-finger rule" for bracelets means you should be able to comfortably slide two 

fingers (index and middle) side-by-side between the bracelet and your wrist, ensuring a 

fit that's not too tight (cutting circulation) or too loose (slipping off). This rule works for 

most chain and charm bracelets, allowing for comfortable movement and a secure yet 

relaxed feel.  



 

2. Natural Pigment Painting:  

The art of creating and using paint derived from raw, natural sources like 

minerals, earth, plants, and insects, rather than synthetic chemicals. 

 

Techniques for Creating Natural Paints 

●​ Direct Rubbing (Tatakizome): Students can rub, crush, or pound petals and 

leaves directly onto watercolor paper to release the natural pigments. This 

technique, sometimes called Tatakizome or Cherokee Leaf Printing, creates 

direct, organic impressions. 

●​ Petal Inks & Watercolors: Petals are steeped in hot water, then mashed and 

strained through cheesecloth or a sieve to create a liquid paint, which can 

be mixed with salt or vinegar to brighten colors. 

●​ Natural Binder Paints: For a thicker consistency, plant pigments (like 

crushed berries or cooked leaves) can be mixed with a binder made from 

water and flour or cornstarch, creating a paint suitable for brushes. 



●​ Root Vegetable Stamping: Cut potatoes, carrots or celery into various 

shapes to use as natural stamps for creating garden-themed patterns or 

murals 

Best Natural Materials 

●​ Red/Pink: Poppies, rose petals, beets, raspberries, strawberries. 

●​ Yellow/Orange: Marigolds, dandelion, turmeric, dyer's chamomile. 

●​ Blue/Purple: Blueberries, cornflowers, red cabbage, elderberries. 

●​ Green: Spinach, grass, nettles. 

●​ Brown/Black: Black walnut hulls, charcoal, coffee grounds. 

 

 

     3. Leaf/Petal Collages:  

You can use natural fallen leaves/petals to create everything from leaf animals 

and mandalas to sophisticated abstract designs. 

DIY Leaf Collage Techniques 

●​ Sticky Contact Paper: Peel a sheet of clear contact paper and place it 

sticky-side up. Arrange leaves on it and seal it with a second sheet of 

contact paper to create a translucent window hanging.  

●​ Pressed Leaf Art: To keep leaves flat and prevent curling, press them 

between the pages of a heavy book for about 10 days before gluing them 

to cardstock or canvas. 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/10/autumn-leaf-crafts-for-kids/


●​ Leaf Animal Figures: Use the natural shapes of leaves—like a ginkgo leaf 

for a bird's wing or a maple leaf for a lion's mane—to "build" animal 

pictures.  

●​ Mixed Media: Combine real leaves with leaf rubbings (placing paper over 

a leaf and rubbing with a crayon) or leaf stamping (painting the leaf and 

pressing it like a stamp) for extra texture.  

 

 
4. Bird Feeders and Birdhouses:  
 
Create easy, eco-friendly bird feeders by coating pine cones in peanut butter and 
rolling them in birdseed, then hanging them with string. Alternatively, repurpose 
plastic milk jugs by washing them, cutting entrance holes, and decorating them 
to create DIY birdhouses for local birds. 
 
Pine Cone Bird Feeder  

●​ Materials: Pine cones, peanut butter (or sun butter/lard), birdseed, 

twine/string, and a shallow pan. 

●​ Steps: 



1.​ Prepare: Tie string or twine around the top of the pine cone for 

hanging. 

2.​ Coat: Spread peanut butter over the pine cone using a popsicle stick 

or knife. 

3.​ Seed: Roll the sticky pine cone in a pan of birdseed until fully 

covered. 

4.​ Hang: Place outside on a tree branch. 

●​ Tips: If allergies are a concern, use Crisco or sunflower butter. 

Milk Jug Birdhouse/Feeder  

●​ Materials: Empty plastic milk/juice jug (clean), scissors/craft knife, 

paint/stickers for decorating. 

●​ Steps: 

1.​ Clean: Thoroughly wash and dry the jug. 

2.​ Cut: Cut a 2-inch round or square hole in the middle for the 

entrance. 

3.​ Drainage: Poke small holes in the bottom for water drainage. 

4.​ Decorate: Decorate the exterior with acrylic paint or markers. 

5.​ Hang: Pierce the top to add a ribbon or string for hanging. 

 

5. Functional Garden Art: 

Combines aesthetic beauty with practical, daily utility, transforming essential 

outdoor items into decorative features. 



●​ Painted Stepping Stones: Use concrete stepping stones as a canvas for 

designs like ladybugs, butterflies, mandalas, or inspirational quotes. 

●​ Kid-Friendly Projects: Create personalized, lasting mementos by using 

child handprints in custom concrete mixes. 

●​ Bottle Borders & Art: Bury recycled glass bottles halfway into the soil to 

form colorful, sturdy borders. 

Essential Tips for Long-Lasting Decor: 

●​ Sealant: Apply a weather-resistant sealer to protect painted surfaces from 

rain and sun. 

●​ Material Choice: Use outdoor-safe paints or markers for durability. 

●​ Placement: Position stepping stones within greenery or mulch to prevent 

mud and create a charming, and functional walkway. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Kid-Friendly+Projects&sca_esv=7425f1baa5b8ea4e&biw=1208&bih=688&sxsrf=ANbL-n5dlDyYjKbP-PKrlYOASNfjwgEkGw%3A1773096115520&ei=s0yvad61H42iqtsPzPTRgQg&ved=2ahUKEwi2p-KT9JOTAxXJkGoFHU-LE28QgK4QegQIAxAE&uact=5&oq=Functional+Garden+Art%3A+Create+decorative+items+that+stay+in+the+garden%2C+such+as+painted+stepping+stones&gs_lp=-oAhCYAw_xBUbqN28h11dxugYGCAEQARgBkgcBMaAHALIHALgHAMIHAzMtMcgHDIAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfD8LAo00AaxEz4igUNtQKkm1th3IN9z6pHlcnooSytP-EXo__9UGDGl3p8mcgb1qDG4HU8QI_3Mfx2LkV3nOE8HUw27gQ3tV5mH0WBXmQ0Jif977XhIVb7TP0siPqnS6jzoBebDwyHJgJLc2v5jUDfp5T_xnN9SGpdeY4kvEeyDEDY&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Bottle+Borders+%26+Art&sca_esv=7425f1baa5b8ea4e&biw=1208&bih=688&sxsrf=ANbL-n5dlDyYjKbP-PKrlYOASNfjwgEkGw%3A1773096115520&ei=s0yvad61H42iqtsPzPTRgQg&ved=2ahUKEwi2p-KT9JOTAxXJkGoFHU-LE28QgK4QegQIAxAG&uact=5&oq=Functional+Garden+Art%3A+Create+decorative+items+that+stay+in+the+garden%2C+such+as+painted+stepping+stones&gs_lp=-oAhCYAw_xBUbqN28h11dxugYGCAEQARgBkgcBMaAHALIHALgHAMIHAzMtMcgHDIAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfD8LAo00AaxEz4igUNtQKkm1th3IN9z6pHlcnooSytP-EXo__9UGDGl3p8mcgb1qDG4HU8QI_3Mfx2LkV3nOE8HUw27gQ3tV5mH0WBXmQ0Jif977XhIVb7TP0siPqnS6jzoBebDwyHJgJLc2v5jUDfp5T_xnN9SGpdeY4kvEeyDEDY&csui=3

